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The 1994 Women’s Con- 
ference will be held on December 
3, 1994 at the University of Mas- 
sachusetts Campus Center Audi- 
torium from 10am -5pm. 

The conference entitled 

“Voices of the Majority: Women 
Against Oppression” will feature 
two keynote speakers. The morn- 
ing session will begin with a talk 
by Ninotchka Rosca is a world-re- 
nowned writer and activist. She 
is the founder of GABRIELA Net- 
work, a Philippine - US women’s 
solidarity organization. She is the 
author of five books including: 
The Fall of Marcos, Twice Blessed, 
and Monsoon Country. Ms. Rosca 
will address the issue of sex traf- 
ficking in her talk “We Are Not For 
Sale — Sex Trafficking in the 
World.” 

The afternoon session will 
begin with a talk by Alerte 
Belance, better known as Mother 
Courage in Haiti. Ms. Belance is 
an activist with the Lavalas in 
Haiti, the peoples movement that 
swept Reverend Jean Bertrand 
Aristide into office in 1991. On 
October 16, 1993, Ms. Belance was 
kidnapped from her home by gun- 
men and taken to a body dump- 
ing ground, where she was bru- 
tally beaten and left to die. Mi- 
raculously, she has survived and 
has been granted asylum in the 
United States. Ms. Belance will 
address “The Crisis of Democracy 
in Haiti.” 

The conference organiz- 
ing committee consists of a di- 
verse group of undergraduate and 
graduate women representing the 
various student organizations in 
the 5-College area. The organiza- 
tions include African Students As- 
sociation, POWER, Valley 
Women’s Voice, Forum on Devel- 
oping Nations, Asian American 
Students Association, Anti Racism 
Coalition and the Graduate 
Women’s Network. 

According to conference 
organizer Sandra Rose, “One our 
goals is to expand the 
conmimunity’s consciousness re- 
garding the nature of the libera- 
Uion struggles for the majority of 
the women of the world. The fact 
is that the majority of the women 
of the world are working women 
and women of color. A number 
of them are engaged in variety of 
resistance struggles against the 
oppressive local and international 


Alerte Belance 
power structures. The popular 
feminist agenda in the West does 
not address the concerns of 
women and their families in de- 
veloping nations.” 

Said Julia Mahoney a 
graduate student, “ We hope the 
lives of the invited activists will 
educate and inspire the campus 
community. Too often people, es- 
pecially young women, have the 
mistaken notion that there noth- 
ing they can do change the world 
around them, or that they are 
somehow disconnected from what 
goes on in the inner cities of this 
country, in Africa, Latin America 
and Asia. The speakers we have 
invited will demonstrate that this 
is a fallacy.” 

In the words of another 
organizer Wairimu Magua, “As a 
woman from Kenya studying in 
the United States, I have often 
noted the myopic and ignorant 
attitude of Western Feminists. 
They are quick to point to how 
bad it is for us in the so-called 
Third World, while actively par- 
taking in the perpetuation of the 
systems that oppress us.” 
Wairimu added, “It is our belief 
that these attitudes are a result of 
racism, xenophobia and elitism 
within the mainstream feminist 
movement. The mainstream femi- 
nist agenda seeks to tokenize 
women of color and poor women 
from the United States and the 
rest of the world. Rarely does one 
see them concerned about issues 
that go beyond their perceived 
self interest. We hope that the 
conference will shed some light on 
issues from around the globe.” 

According to Juliana 
Hopkins conference organizer, “It 
is not that we are diminishing the 
importance of the right to abor- 
tion and so on. But that we seek 
to emphasize liberation struggles 
that go beyond issues of self es- 
teem, sexuality, and body image 
such as, those of land rights for 
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Native Peoples, their 
fight against exploi- 
tation and colonial- 
ism, the rights of 
Palestinian women 
for their own home- 
land, the rights of 
the people of Iraq, 
the struggle against 
apartheid waged by 
the people of South 
Africa and many 
others. True em- 
powerment is 
achieved when there 
is a recognition of 
the structures of op- 
pression and a de- 
sire to confront and 
destroy them. Half 
measures never 
work and we find 
ourselves falling 
prey to the age-old 
tactic of divide and 
conquer. For ex- 
ample, even though 
there exists wide- 
spread homophobia 
in our world, even 
though gays, bisexuals and leshi- 
ans are physically and verbally 
bashed, suffer discrimination, the 
mainstream gay movement (simi- 
continued on page 4 


Facts Regarding Women in the 
World 


1. Two thirds of the illiterate people in the 
world are women, . 

2. Three fourths of the women over the age 
of twenty-five are illiterate in Asia and Af- 
rica. 

3. Half a million women die each year due 
to pregnancy related causes. Over thirty per- 
cent of them are teenagers. 

4. On average women get paid 30-40 % less 
than men for the same work. 

5. Only 7 of the 184 ambassadors in the 
United Nations are women. 

6. Only 4 of the 34 United Nations special- 
ized agencies and programs are headed by 
women. 

7. In 1993, 6 of the governments of the world 
were headed by women. 

8. The average proportion of women in the 
world’s parliaments has dropped from 12% 
in 1989 to 10%. 


We at the Valley Women's 
Voice are extremely 
alarmed at the latest mani- 
festations of right-wing 
ideology. Poor women and 
children are being at- 
tacked under the guise of 
welfare reform. We as 
feminists must speak out 
and must fight back. Our 
January issue will be dedi- 
cated to speaking out 
about so-called welfare re- 
form and other issues of 
economic violence aimed 
at women and children. 
Please submit news ar- 
ticles, bold analysis, per- 
sonal experience, poetry, 
fiction and artwork. 


Haiti: The 
Struggle for 
Democracy 
Continues 
Despite U.S. 
Meddling 


BY SHYAMALA IVATURY 


The island of Hispaniola not 
far from the coast of Florida in the 
Caribbean is one of the largest islands. 
The island is divided roughly along 
the middle into two countries the Do- 
minican Republic and Haiti. Haiti is 
one of the most densely populated 
countries in the world. Ninety five 
percent of the people in Haiti are of 
African descent while the remaining 
are of African-Caucasian ancestry. 
Seventy percent of the people of Haiti 
live in rural areas. 

In 1492, Christopher Colum- 
bus’ flagship boat was wrecked off the 
coast of the island of Hispaniola. The 
local Taino leader and the native 
population saved all its people and 
cargo. Their hospitality was returned 
through genocide. The island was 
colonized and Africans were brought 
as slaves to work on the sugar planta- 
tions. Unable to tolerate the brutal 
exploitation the people of Hispaniola 
rose up in rebellion. Haiti is the birth- 
place of the first successful slave re- 
volt that began in 1791, against 
French colonialism under the leader- 
ship of Toussaint L’Overture, Jean 
Jacques Dessalines and Henri 
Christophe. 

The subsequent, checkered 
history of Haiti has been best de- 
scribed by the democratically elected 
President Reverend Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide in a speech to the United Na- 
tions,, “After 500 years of resistance 
and 200 years of independence be- 
sieged by institutional violence. Haiti 
nourishes its land with its own flesh 
and blood.” 

Following the path forged by 
their ancestors, the people of Haiti in 
the twentieth century have constantly 
fought the direct occupation of their 
country by foreign powers (namely 
the United States) and brutal dictator- 
ships trained and funded by foreign 
powers (again the United States). 

In 1915, United States ma- 
rines landed on Haiti and occupied the 
country until 1934 under the pretext 
of reducing the unrest and restoring 
peace. The economy of Haiti officially 
remained in the control of the U.S. till 
1947. The occupation was character- 
ization by brutal killings of children, 
women and men, rape and the exploi- 
tation of the land. The populace was 
yet again in virtual slavery. After the 
departure if the U.S. troops the island 
was ruled by the Duvaliers (both fa- 
ther and son) and the Ton Ton 
Macoute (para- military government 
gangs). The cruel dictatorship was 
toppled in the late eighties. It is said 
that the United States allowed (i.e. did 
not intervene as it usually does) the 
overthrow of Jean-Claude Duvalier to 
prevent mass uprisings. 

In December 1990, Reverend 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide was democrati- 
cally elected President of Haiti. He was 
brought to power by the efforts of a 
grassroots political coalition, Lavalas. 
Reverend Aristide is very popular with 
the Haitian masses. His programs in- 
continued on page 4 
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CONTENT CORE POLICY STATEMENT 


The Valley Women’s Voice, a monthly feminist 
0 newsjournal, welcomes women ’s writings, poetry, 
Michelle DePesa - graphics, and photography that reflect a femi- 
content solicitation nist commitment to the empowerment of all ° 
Kailen B women. The Voice provides a forum for women 
cuba Meas to share challenging and controversial ideas. We 
columnist contact, aim to communicate and strengthen bonds be- 
features contact tween women by making them visible in our 
ages. 
Barbara A. Rouillard - The Valley Women’s Voice is produced on a col- 
correspondence lective, consensus, volunteer basis by a group of 
feminists. We do not agree with all opinions ex- 
Karen Scott - pressed in the Voice by individual authors, but 
production liaison we accept responsibility for choosing to print 


Aisha Gabriel - roving | everything in the paper. 
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The Valley Women’s Voice welcomes letters, es- : ring. sctt pted bi U) 
Beth Roberts - says, narratives, interviews, newsbriefs, poems, i , Carrera Yo Carrera 
bookkeeper short stories, cartoons, graphics, and photo- 4 ith Leeare 
Moira Boyce - graphs. Written submissions should be 3 to § ; E:Golor Diamond 
pages typed, double spaced. Your name, address, 


advertising and phone number must be enclosed with all 
representative 


materials so that we may verify submissions and/ 
or contact you to discuss any necessary editorial 
Kate Moran - ad rep, changes. A short biographical statement is also 
survivor page, appreciated. An author who does not wish her een Mon:Sat)l0:6) Thursitili?,, Northamptonjalsojopen Ert; Sat ie OF SUN N2-5 
newsbriefs name to be printed should indicate this when stb- 
mitting items. Please enclose a SASE if you would esi =) 
like materials returned to you. Submissions typed | { 
PRODUCTION on disk are greatly appreciated. We use Microsoft | 


CORE Word 4.0, and our computer accepts double den- |) 6 © | Dp S M 4 T HS’es GEM GALELER Y) 
SA ao a i NS SR SS Peas eS 
#1 King SiiNorihampton)584-3324) Ml) 264)N! Pleasant Sf@Ambherst}253- 3324 


sity disks, not high density. You may fax articles 
or calendar/announcement listings to us at 
Lori Newcomer - (413)545-4751 (please clearly indicate VWV on 

each page). The decision to print materials is 
paste-up made collectively, and all major editorial changes 
Wendy Beck - are made in conjunction with the author. How- 
computer layout ae we eres eu to ue minor edito- 

rial corrections to submissions for purposes of 
Tam Ward - office clarity and space constraints. Agtiatiee we can- 
manager, taping, not afford to pay contributors, we do send a com- 
survivor page, co- Seer copy of the issue in which your item 
bookkeeper Send submissions to: Valley Women’s Voice, 321 
Glenna Wong - Student Union Building, University of Massachu- 
setts, Amherst, MA 01003. If you have ideas for 
future articles, or are not sure how your particu- 
lar interests and talents may add to the paper, 
OUTREACH CORE call us and let’s discuss the possibilities. Our num- 
ber is (413)545-2436, 
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Andrea Alexander - ANNOUNCEMENT 


5 ae - LISTINGS 


outreach ‘ The Valley Women’s Voice would like to print an- 
nouncements and publicize events of interest to 
women. Listings are free and should be kept to 5 
lines in length. (Items will be edited to fit space 
constraints.) Announcements for nonprofit orga- 
a: nizations will be given preference and additional 
Heidi Creamer A space when it is available. 
taping project, We request that Calendar listings provide the fol- 
Yohah Ralph - lowing information: name, date, time, and loca 
Avior tion of the event; cost of attending the event (slid- 
3 ing scale? Work exchange?); the sponsor of the 
With Thanks to event and recipient of proceeds, if any; a state- 
Shyamala Ivatury and | Ment about accessibility for disabled women 
(wheelchair accessible? ASL interpreted?); a phone 
Sandra Rose number where inquiries may be directed. 
Individuals and organizations may request that 
a photograph be printed along with a Calendar 
listing. A nominal fee is charged to cover print- 
ing costs. Only black-and-white photographs can 
be accepted. Due to space constraints, we may 
not be able to accept all photographs for publi- 
cation, and preference will be given to nonprofit 
organizations. 
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Multiculturalism And Variations On A Theme 


by AISHAGABRIEL 

Multiculturalism has many 
definitions and much dissatisfaction 
has been raised regarding what it is 
and what it should not be. Different 
political agendas are being put forth 
by various multiculturalist efforts. 1 
wish lo address certain suspicions that 
have been voiced by bringing to light 
a particular conceptualization-of the 
term multiculturalism that deserves 
attention. 

A widely whispered negalive 
speculation about multicultural pro- 
grams and philosophy put forward to 
date is that instead of bringing us to- 
gether and healing divisiveness, the 
multiculturalism umbrella has only 
drawn new lines of separation among 
us. There are a couple of different 
angles to what some critics think 
might be happening. It is thought by 
some that people of European descent 
are in some ciuses using 
multiculturalism as a new means of 
defining themselves apart from all 
others. Multiculturalism means “look 
at the exotic cullural ways, so differ- 
ent fram ourselves.” Lines of separa- 
lion, to be sure. And there is a sec- 
ond brand of suspicion. 
Multiculturalism is being equated with 
the old “melting pot” notion. A pre- 
miere example is the idea that jazz is 
not African-American, Admittedly, so 
the thinking goes, jazz had its begin- 
nings in African-American culture but 
over Ume many people who were not 
ot African descent have helped to 
shape it and bring it into the form it 


Colonial Color Blindness: Liberal Feminism’s Myopia 


BY SHYAMALA IVATURY 


The 1848 Seneca Falls 
Declaration is heralded as the 
birth of the Feminist nrovement 
in the U.S. What books fail to 
mention is that the women’s rights 
movement was the culmination of 
years of organizing within the 

antislavery movement. By the 
1830s, white women, both house- 
wives and workers, were active in 
the abolitionist movement. Their 
politicization took place within 
this movement and was partially 
the result of the further develop- 
ment and expansion of a new 
mode of production, namely capi- 
talism. Consequently, women be- 
gan using the metaphor of slavery 
to voice their own oppression 
within patriarchy. 

The advocacy of women’s 
rights received tremendous sup- 
port from Black people who were 
fighting for their own freedom. In 
the words of Frederick Douglass, 
“In respect to political rights we 
hold women to be justly entitled 
to all we claim for. We go further 
and express our conviction that 
all political rights which it is ex- 
pedient for men to exercise, is 
equally so for women.” 

At Senceea Falls in 1848, 
women voiced their grievances 
against the institution of mar- 
riage, their economic dependence 
on their husbands, their inability 
to gain access to education and 
profitable employment. Hence 
the Declaration was indeed an ar- 
ticulation of the consciousness of 
women’s rights. Yet this articula- 
tion was elitist in its delineation 
of women’s rights, for it ignored 
the predicament of black and 
working class women. It analyzed 
the female condition with total 
disregard for the material reality 
outside of white bourgeois house- 
hold. 

The framers failed to rec- 
ognize the need for an integrated 
women's movement which took in 
to account both race and class. To 
iustrate this myopia, Douglass’ 
daughter was prohibited from at- 
tending classes ata girls’ seminary 


is today. Therefore, it can only right- 
fully be described as “American” and 
as “a multi-cultural product of Ameri- 
can society.” Distorted lines of con- 
tention, lines of separation again. 

Now, those are the gritty sus- 
picions. But instead of presenting a 
survey of definitions for 
multiculturalism, [’d prefer to cull 
from them what I believe to be their 
Positive contribution to the struggle 
toward unity. Every definition ] have 
seen subscribes to the notion that 
there is something to be valued in all 
cultures. Each suggests strongly that 
everyone should have the opportunity 
to know more than just his/her natal 
culture; that there is something worth- 
while for the individual in expanded 
awareness. And lastly, I thought that 
I saw in these definitions an interest 
a promoting high regard for human 

ife. 

If l were in school, J would be 
enthusiastically raising my hand right 
now to say that | think that 1 know an 
approach to multiculturalism that 
meets those three wishes and more. 
It also stands up very well to all suspi- 
cions of possible divisiveness. Perhaps 


its one drawback is that it is an ap- 
proach, a conceptualization, and not 


a short, neat definition. 
Multiculturalism. -The word 
has two parts: “multi” meaning many 
and “culture” meaning human knowl- 
edge base. The word says that there 
are many knowledges. Knowledges 
about what? About being human. 
There is but one natural group—hu- 


in Rochester, N.Y. The principal 
who issued this order was not only 
a woman in the antislavery move- 
ment but she was also a member 
of the nascent feminist move- 
ment. 
Since 1848, feminism has 
undergone numerous articula- 
tions. In spite of the increased 
sophistication of the arguments 
(most of which arose out of 
academia), the prevalent liberal 
feminist ideology has remained 
exclusionary of both women of 
color and women from working- 
class backgrounds. Most impor- 
tantly, little if any attention is 
paid to women in the Third World. 

A few illustrations will 
demonstrate the point. For in- 
stance, the Nike shoes women love 
to wear for aerobics are primarily 
produced by poor, malnourished 
women in the Third World. In 
Indonesia, these women get paid 
$1.03 per day, which is just barely 
enough to survive on. Nike, on 
the other hand, made profits to 
the tune of $3 billion last year. 
Does liberal feminist ideology rec- 
ognize the connection between 
material gain in the U.S. and ex- 
ploitation abroad, between patri- 
archy at home and imperialism 
abroad? 

Let us look at another ex- 
ample. The U.S. in the mid-80s 
had over 1500 military installa- 
tions outside its borders, the pur- 
pose being to protect the U.S.’s 
and other Western nations’ so- 
called “vital interests” (such as oil 
and sea lanes). It is common 
knowledge that on these military 
bases, prostitution results in the 
infection of native women with a 
multitude of sexually transmitted 
diseases ranging from herpes and 
gonorrhea‘to syphilis and AIDS. 
In 1987, the Aquino government 
estimated that there were 6000- 
9000 women “entertainment” 
workers near the (now defunct) 
Subic Bay U.S. Naval base. The 
unofficial estimates are as high as 
20,000. In recent years in the 
Philippines, there has also been an 
increase in the number of chil- 
dren who have been forced into 
prostitution, 


mans—but they have many ap- 
proaches to the business of being hu- 
man. What is the business of being 
human? What do humans do? Mostly, 
humans work together; they interact 
productively to transform our envi- 
ronment ( to make stuff that’s useful 
to us, humans) and we have multi- 
cultures, many knowledges, about 
how we do that. 

That’s where ethnicity comes 
in. Ethnicity equals cultural back- 
ground. Ever hear of variations on a 
theme? One humanity but with many 
different approaches to human life. 
That’s ethnicity. 

Everybody has ethnicity, an 
ethnic or cultural background; but let 
me say loudly that we are not talking 
about “race.” “Race” is a concept that 
was created to support separatist ide- 
ology. Culture and ethnicity, on the 
other hand, are about human knowl- 
edge and in and of themselves say 
nothing about dogma or any particu- 
lar ideology. We all have ethnicity but 


there is no human set called “a race.” 
“Race” is a created concept referring 
almost exclusively to physical traits: 
what color eyes did you gvet?,... and 
more. The concept turns a blind eye 
Lo true science and the facts. Except 
for a small amount of variation, each 
of us received the same biological 
package. It’s been said before that we 
are more alike than different. Where 
we vary significantly is in our 
ethnicity, our packages of information 
about the world and our lives. Fur- 


The story is the same be 
it for Filipinos, Okinawas, 
Guameans or Thais, as Third 
World women have little recourse 
due to the gravity of their eco- 
nomic plight. However, and not 
surprisingly, in Western Europe, 
New Zealand, Australia and North 
America the link between prosti- 
tution and military bases is rela- 
tively small owing to the relative 
affluence of women in the centers 
of imperialism. 

Pat Bong is a neighbor- 
hood of Bangkok, the capital of 
Thailand. There are 400,000 
more women here than men. The 
neighborhood caters to business- 
men from the West, Japan, and 
Australia. Third World women 
are economically so desperate 
that they enter prostitution. It is 
not because they are more avail- 
able or more submissive than 
women from affluent societies, 
but merely because they happen 
to exist in a country which is sub- 
crdinate to U.S. imperialism. And, 
indeed, the Thai government 
cherishes this special role its play 
in servicing the sexual desires of 
males coming from the centers of 
the world capital. In 1986, Thai- 
land earned approximately $1.5 
billion for “sex tourism” alone, 
more than it did from any other 
economic activity. The prostitu- 
tion industry does indeed depend 
on the alliance between the local 
governments and the 
transnational businessmen. 

Another case study is that 
women in the so-called “Banana 
Republics.” These republics in 
Central America for years have 
been dominated by U.S. fruit com- 
panies, U.S. marines and then 
handpicked dictators. Between 
1880-1930, the U.S. cglonized 
Hawaii, the Philippines, Puerto 
Rico, The Dominican Republic, 
Cuba and Nicaragua.: These coun- 
tries were strategically valuable 
for plantation crops such as ba- 
nanas, sugar, coffee, pineapples 
and so on. On the plantations, 
women were pushed out of their 
traditional occupations of helping 
their husbands in the fields and 


thermore, the two concepts—"race” 
and ethnicity—cannot be logically 
linked. It is not supportable to claim 
that particular physical traits such as 
yellow hair and blue eyes correlate 
necessarily with any particular 
ethnicity, say Scandinavian. It, also, 
is not credible to observe that some 
yellow haired/blue-eyed people have 
a Scandinavian heritage and conclude 
that where there is one set, there is 
the other absolutely. And so, a yel- 
low haired/blue-eyed person raised 
exclusively or primarily in Jamaican 
culture is rightfully described as be- 
ing culturally Jamaican. Also, con- 
sider the extent to which almost 
everyone's life here in the United 
States is strongly shaped by several 
cultures not by one. And this is so, 
even without the individual's con 


continued on page 4 


engaging in the cultivation of 
crops for local consumption. The 
colonizers felt that planation work 
was a “man’s job”. Women were 


thus relegated to the position of 
sexual objects and were given the 


most hazardous of occupations 
involving the spreading for 
chemical fertilizers and the like, 
while crop production was now 
reoriented primarily for export 
and away from domestic markets. 

Today, women of color 
comprise a majority of the world’s 
female population. They, for the 
most part, live under conditions 
of poverty and abuse. They are 
subject to physical and emotional 
violence on a daily basis; they lack 
access to education and adequate 
health care. They are the lowest 
paid workers, often the most haz- 
ardous of occupations. Yet liberal 
feminists ignore the impact of 
imperialism (both within and out- 
side the U.S.) in their analyses. 
Imperialism in the Third World 
mirrors the colonization of Native 
Americans, Blacks, Latinos and 
Asians within the U.S. 

One can see that narrow- 
ness and the limits of liberal femi- 
nism by examining the abortion 
issue in the U.S. Itis not that abor- 
tion is unimportant, but the man- 
ner in which the debate is framed 
by the liberal feminists caters 
solely to privileged women. Black 
women are forced to undergo ster- 
ilization in the U.S. (often the wel- 
fare check symbolizing the gun) 
as are women in the Third World. 
The excuse is that poor colored 
women breed like rabbits and, for 
their own good, their reproduc- 
tive capacities must be curtailed. 
Sterilization procedures ignore all 
dictums of human rights. Femi- 
nists in the North must realize 
that their standard of living de- 
rives from the extraction of sur- 
plus from the internal colonies in 
the U.S. and the external colonies 
in the Third World. The gains lib- 
eral feminist ideology has made 
hes been primarily for white 
women only. White bourgeois 
women have been co-opted into 


continued on page 9 
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lar to the mainstream feminists 
movement) is racist. The move- 
ment (perhaps unconsciously), 
has for years silenced the voices 
of gay people of color.” 

In addition to the two dis- 
tinguished keynote addresses, 
there will be four panel discus- 
sions. “Women in the New Inter- 
national Order: The Struggle in 
Context” will focus on the increas- 
ing importance of the United Na- 
tions as an organization for legis- 
lating policy and maintaining law 
and order in the world. This panel 
will feature noted journalist Dr. 
Barbara Nimri Aziz who will dis- 
cuss the effects of the sanctions 
on the population of Iraq and Dr. 
Aziza Al Hibri who will address the 
notion of global sisterhood, and 
the upcoming International 
Women’s Conference at Beijing in 
1995. 

The “Women and Health 
Care” pane! will discuss issues 
such as AIDS, lack of prenatal 
care, and the lack of proper im- 
munization for children. The 
speakers will include Dalila 
Balfour an AIDS prevention activ- 
ist who will discuss the socioeco- 
nomic and political implications 
of AIDS and Naleena Narain, Di- 
rector of the Asian Task Force 
Against Domestic Violence. 

“Women From Developing 
Nations” panel will discuss the 
problems of underdevelopment 
and its impact on the lives of 
women in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. The panel will focus on 
the grassroots movements and lib- 
eration struggles that have oc- 
curred in developing nations. The 
panelists will include Dr. Tsehay 
Berhane Selassie noted scholar 
and activist from Ethiopia. Cur- 
rently, with the Institute of Ad- 
vanced Studies in Princeton Uni- 
versity she will discuss the impact 
of war on the populations of Af- 
rica. 

“Crisis in the Cities” will 
discuss the increase in violence, 
drugs and destitution in the in- 
ner cities and its impact on the 
lives of women. Panelists include: 
Esparansa Mortel, a Puerto Rican 
activist who was involved in the 
Puerto Rican Independence Move- 
ment and currently organizing in 
the efforts to free political pris- 
oners; Safia Bukhare, once mem- 
ber of the Black Panther Party and 
Black Liberation Army. A politi- 
cal prisoner herself in the struggle 
for Black liberation in the United 
States, Safia will discuss the state 
of political prisoners in our prison 
system ant the recently approved 
Crime Bill. 

The conference is spon- 
sored by over 25 different student 
organizations and administrative 
departments. The conference is 
a student based initiative. All 
preparations and planning for the 
conference has been done by 
women students on the commit- 
tee. 

According to conference 
organizer Shyamala Ivatury, 
“Ours is a broad based coalition 
of a diverse group of women. Our 
aim is to redefine the term femi- 
nism such that it will describe the 
struggles of the majority of the 
women of the world. We seek to 
expose the parochial nature of the 
mainstream feminist agenda and 
would like to suggest that it can- 
not be the route to liberation for 
women any where in the world. 
We hope the conference will 

sumulate discussion and debate 
around these complex issues.” 


The conference is free and 
open to the public. Children are 
welcome and there will be a su- 
pervised recreation room. Prereg- 
istration is not necessary but 
strongly encouraged. You can 
preregister on November 21, 22, 
28, 29, and 30 or call (413) 545- 
5312. Lunch will be provided to 
all conference participants, but we 
are requesting a $3.00 donation 
to offset the costs. The conference 
committee is also soliciting any art 
work that women want to exhibit 
at the conference. For more in- 
formation concerning the art 
work or the conference in general, 
contact, Sandra at (413) 253- 
4274, Wairimu at (413) 665-4749 
or Shyamala at (413) 549-1418. 


Haiti... 


continued from front page 

cluded redistributing wealth in the 
nation, education and health care for 
all. Reverend Aristide also, suggested 
forming a Haitian funded and trained 
military to avoid foreign control. 
Clearly, such policies are not popular 
among the ruling elite (most of whom 
are educated in the United States), the 
business community, the middle 
classes and the United States govern- 
ment. In September 1991, he was 
overthrown in a coup d’ etat less than 
nine months after his elections. The 
government was seized by Central In- 
telligent Agency (CIA) personnel Lieu- 
tenant General Raul Cedras, police 
chief Michael Francois, Bambi and 
members of the FRAPH, FRAPH leader 
Emannuel Constance (FRAPH is a right 
para military hit squad reported to 
have formed at the suggestion of the 
U.S. millitary) and others. 

The dictators have been 
harsh on the Haitian masses who have 
been fleeing the repression and the 
economic hardship in rickety boats 
risking their lives. Over forty thou- 
sand refugees left Haiti in less than 
eight months. Both Presidents George 
Bush and Bill Clinton have refused to 
allow the refugees into the United 
States. They are being housed in con- 
centration camp like conditions in the 
U.S naval base in Guantanamo Bay in 
Cuba. It is ironic that poor countries 
such as, Bangladesh, India and Zaire 
have all welcomed refugees while a 
prosperous and sparsely populated 
country like the United States is un- 
willing to accept poor Haitians seek- 
ing food and shelter. This policy has 
been decried by most people includ- 
ing Former President Jimmy Carter as 
racist, not very different from the 
passing of proposition 187 by the vot- 
ers of California (Proposition 187 de- 
crees that illegal aliens such as, Mexi- 
cans and others from Central America 
will not be provided with emergency 
health care and their children cannot 
attend school in the United States). 
The recent U.S. led United Nations in- 
tervention has done little to restore 
democracy and peace. On the con- 
trary, civilians are getting shot in the 
cross fire. Clearly, the U.S. does not 
intend to let President Aristide regain 
access to his rightful place in the Hai- 
tian government. The intervention is 
being touted as an attempt to restore 
democracy to cover-up the fact that 
the Unites States intends to reinstall 
yet another puppet. Meanwhile scores 
of lives are to be disrupted or lost all 
in the name of profit. 

Haiti serves the Unites States 
as a land whose natural resources and 
people can be exploited cheaply. It is 
up to the citizens of the United States 
to protest the racist, colonial policies 
of the U.S. government such that it 
stop interfering in the affairs of its 
neighbors. It is the right of the Hai- 
tian people to elect their own leaders, 
to rebuild their economy, to feed their 
children and enjoy the material com- 
fort that we in the U.S. take for 
granted. 


Left Without 
Alternatives 


« ; IS Bases Pull-out 
(From “Surviving the U. CABRIELA Women’s Update, 


letter, Vol. 7, No. 4, September 1992.) 


ence,” by Lynn R. Umali, in 


Lina, who used to entertain 
US servicemen in Olongapo City, is 
coping a nightmare. Her cupboard is 
empty nowadays: Her landlord has 
threatened to evict her from the room 
she is occupying with her Amerasian 
son. She.has more than P 2,000 in 
unpaid debts. 

The government has failed to 
provide displaced workers and enter- 
tainers like her with a new social foun- 
dation for the US base-dependent cit- 
ies of Olongapo and Angeles. ‘Worst, 
the eruption of Mount Pinatubo de- 
pressed business and almost com- 
pletely decimated the remaining job 
opportunities of which she and her 
fellow entertainers could possibly 
avail themselves. 

Lina is just one of some 
$0,000 - 55,000 registered and unreg- 
istered women entertainers in Ange- 
les and Olongapo, sites of the two larg- 
est US military installations in the 
country. 

The Angeles-based women 
were the first to bear the crunch. 
Clark Air Base was abandoned when 
Mount Pinatubo erupted in June 1991, 
and with the servicemen gone, the 
women stopped earning. Those in 
Olongapo are now only marginally 
earning since the bulk of the US naval 
forces were deployed to other military 
installations. 

The former entertainers now 
earn through marginal jobs like do- 
ing their neighbor’s laundry, baby-sit- 
ting and assisting beauticians. What 
little money they could scrape is spent 
to pay back the debts that have piled 
up during income-less days. 

The women ask: But what has 
happened to the very expensive fea- 
sibility studies done on the conversion 
of the two US bases? They also know 
that there has been no implementa- 
tion even of the recommendations 
made in government commissioned 
studies. How ironic, they feel, that 
former President Corazon Aquino 
signed a law creating the Base Con- 
version Development Authority 
(BCDA). This body would supposedly 
come up with a comprehensive plan 
to rehabilitate Central Luzon. But it 
has not even gotten off the ground. 

The situation became bleaker 
with the eruption of Mount Pinatubo, 
with the government’s money being 
spent on the stopgap measures to miti- 
gate lahar damage, and nothing else. 
Certainly, nothing for the women and 
children, and the damaged communi- 
ties. 

Government visions are well- 
publicized, and all have something in 
common: The women workers on 
whose labor the cities of Angeles and 
Olongapo have built up enormous rev- 
enues, and who shouldered the heavi- 
est social cost for the maintenance of 
the bases are being left out in all these 
grand schemes. 

Under the Aquino govern- 
ments’ proposal, the primary source 
of income for the displaced base work- 
ers will be the construction industry 
during the first few years of its imple- 
mentation. The conversion program 
boasts of converting Clark Air Base 
into civil aviation complex and indus- 
trial economic zone. Subic Naval Base 
would be transformed into a private 
port and a shipbuilding facility. 

Immediately after its inaugu- 
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ration, the Ramos government fell into 
step in announcing that it would “con- 
vert the Subic Base into a free port that 
could rival Singapore’s and Hong 
Kong's.” For his part, Richard Gordon, 
Subic Base Metropolitan Authority 
(SBMA) chairperson, said that SBMA 
would prioritize “tourism first and 
will make Olongapo into an economic 
zone that would pave the way for the 
Philippines’s economic development. 

Yet these visions may not 
work for the women entertainers at all. 
According to a study by a women’s 
group, Women’s Education, Develop- 
ment, Productivity and Research 
(WEDPRO), they stand the least chance 
of being employed in other fields or 
absorbed into alternative undertak- 
ings compared to other groups and 
sectors. The proposal to make Subic 
a tourism haven cannot be a genuine 
alternative at all, as it feeds on prosti- 
tution. 

Aside from the women’s low 
educational attainment and lack of 
marketable skills, WEDPRO cited other 
reasons such as the lack of confidence 
brought about by the social stigma 
attached to their previous employ- 
ment. Indeed, the government has not 
seen fit to include women entertain- 
ers in consultations on what best can 
be done about the baselands. 

Like the Aquino government, 
the Ramos administration has fever- 
ishly grand infrastructure plans for 
the baselands, WEDPRO’s Aida Santos 
remembered an exasperating discus- 
sion on base conversion with a World 
Bank consultant: He talked about 
nothing else but infrastructure growth 
in the base areas. He completely for- 
got that more important consider- 
ations than the road, transport, tele- 
communications network they will be 
financing are the people who should 
be the end, and not the means to de- 
velopment, 

Invariably, the first to be ne- 
glected in the government's grandiose 
conversion plans are the women. As 
the Aquino government had been si- 
lent in the past, so is the Ramos gov- 
ernment silent now on the plight of 
women entertainers. “The conversion 
program of the Ramos government is 
lacking in human consideration. It 
didn’t include provisions on the plight 
of the women entertainers and their 
Amerasian children,” says Cecil 
Hofmann, coordinator of GABRIELA 
Commission on Violence Against 
Women (GCVAW). 

As a feminist women’s coali- 
tion, GABRIELA has already laid down 
its position on the bases conversion, 
stating that “economic alternatives 
must focus their priority on women 
and should expand women’s choices 
and economic roles.” 

Through its consultations 
with women entertainers, GABRIELA 
discovered that hand-in-hand with 
economic livelihood alternatives, the 
women also need support systems 
such as drug rehabilitation centers, 
childcare centers, cooperatives, and 
counseling centers. 

The base conversion process, 
if genuinely participatory, can be a 
tool for women’s empowerment. “Al- 
ternatives to the US bases’s presence 
must be mapped out in the soonest 
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I TOLD MYSELF 


I didn’t much mind when you entered my body 
thrust yourself between my spread legs. 

] told myself I didn’t much mind — 

as the bile rose into my throat. 


You told me you'd leave me 

if | didn’t have sex with you. 

“A man has needs, you know.” 

And so you took me — 

and the light went to out of my eyes. 


And yes, I minded — very much. 


by: Rita Larrow 


A LETTER TO MY FATHER 


Eight years have gone by since that muggy, rainy afternoon in June 
when Stephen called me and chokingly whispered, “Dad’s not going to make 
Ri. The doctor says it will be just a few hours before he dies. Maybe any 
minute.” [remember holding the phone to my ear, disbelieving, as [ stood 
in the small alcove off the living room at Boulder Ridge — Ralph Waldo 
Emerson's summer home in New Hampshire where | was living that year. 1 
looked out the living room window towards Mount Monadnock — her base 
shrouded in grey mist and her barren peak stretching skyward through 
dense clouds. 

Dad, | came to visit you in the hospital the day after you had the 
first heart attack, After that visit, you told me not to come anymore. It was 
“too much” for you to have me visit, you said. It would upset you. Today 
those words speak to me deeply as I come to a place of peace in my relation- 
ship with you — and find a container large enough to hold the truth of our 
relationship. 

“Too much” — Twelve children to support and raise, that would be 
“too much” for me, also. 

“Too much” — What was too much for you when, with eyes deep 
with anger, you grabbed my toddler body and again and again forced your 
fingers into my vagina and rectum? 

“Too much” — What was too much when you would arrive home 
from work and being to yell and command and demand from anyone in 
your way? 

“Too much” — What was too much when your voice and face spoké 
volumes of rage for no apparent reason? 

And what was too much when you slumped in the living room chair, 
eyes closed, head back, unable to move or talk for hours at a time? What 
demons possessed you, Dad? 

I remember the green and white capsules you took daily — reli- 
giously. Librium it said on the brown prescription bottle. “Doctor's orders” 
you said on day as | watched you shake out two capsules and swallow them 
with water. “I need them to relax.” I believe you did need them to relax. | 
saw your demons as they emerged from your eyes and your hands, wreak- 
ing havoc in my life, my mother’s life, and lives of my eleven brothers and 
sisters. 

And, “Its’s too much,” you said, once again, returning home with 
my mother from a counseling session and deciding that you would not re- 
turn. And 1 believe, deciding in that moment that you had lost a battle that 
you might have won. 

Light springs later, | see you in my mind’s eye, lying in the cold 
hospital bed, starched white sheets and white cotton blanket tucked loosely 
around your now shrunken body, metal machines monitoring your. heart 
beat, narrow green tubing carrying oxygen to your lungs, your once hand- 
some face gray and ashen. . ; 

And I touch an ocean of grief. 

Dad, 1 love you and I loved you all those years. I wanted nothing 
more than for you to pick me up in your arms and hold me close to your 
heart and tell me that I was your beautiful little girl and that you loved me 
very much. But that was “too much” for you also. | know that now. You 
were a scared and grief-filled child masquerading in a Father’s body with 
demons of self-hatred that possessed you. 

I forgive you dad. | do not forget that you profoundly violated my 
body and spirit. That pain is etched deeply in my bones and it continues to 
course through the river that is my blood. But I do forgive you. And I say to 
you today, in this day so full of richness and love and passion and pain in 
my life, that I wish for you a touch that is gentle and healing and a love that 
affirms you. And I wish for you a mended heart open to the love that 
surrounds you. 
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AWAKENING 


Dark-haired girl child 

deep brown eyes shining 

as you peer your head above the wooden slates of 
the playpen. 


Dark-haired girl child 

your deep brown eyes filled with the pain I never 
saw 

until you ravaged scream tore open my heart four 
decades later. 


And in that scream, echoing loudly as it travels 
through my veins 

I see your terror-filled eyes reflected in my own. 

I feel your pain etched in my bones. 

And I know from the ache in my heart that there 
is an oncoming 

torrent of damned up tears and rage. ~* 


Dark-haired girl child 
screaming you panic into the emptiness 
screaming the screams that jammed deep in your 
throat 
when resentful hands brutally assaulted your 
young girl child body 
when angry words penetrated deep into you Soul. 


“Scream” you urgently demanded in my dream one 
night as the man with the electrical devise was about 
the start torturing us. “Scream like your little sis- 
ter screamed,” you yelled. And together we 
screamed — and that scream forced the veils be- 
tween the worlds — and we woke up drenched in 
sweat and sobbing. 


Dark-haired girl child 

awakening today from the terror-filled nightmare 
of years ago 

screaming as you bolt upright in bed 

terrified that the nightmare will continue 

terrified that we are totally alone with no one we 
can trust. 


Dark-haired girl child: 
I hold you securely in my arms 
rock you in the creaking wooden rocker 
stroke your back beneath your cotton tee-shirt 
caress your tousled hair. 


My dear child, 
how do | touch your Spirit? 
how do ] breathe into you a new life of 
trust and wholeness and love? 
Feel my touch, little one. Look into my eyes. 
Watch me closely as I care for you. 
And allow my tears to gently wash you. 


by: Rita Larrow 
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Alternatives... 
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possible time. Any effort to define 
these alternatives must ensure 
women's participation, with special 
consideration for grassroots and pros- 
tituted women in the base areas,” said 
Hofmann. 

Amidst the government’s 
seeming indifference to the plight of 
women entertainers, several women’s 
organizations have shown their sup- 
port and help in one way or the other. 
Their efforts have been synergized in 
a multisectoral Task Force Bases Con- 
version which recently held a two-day 
planning conference on the plight of 
prostituted women. Within the Task 
Force are three different committees 
for different concerns: socioeconomic 
development, rehabilitation and train- 
ing, and advocacy. 

The issue of Amerasian chil- 
dren and their mothers is the focus of 
the effort of the Coaction on the Rights 
and Welfare of Amerasians. More than 
23, 000 offspring of US servicemen are 
virtually neglected, as their fathers 
have already left Philippine soil. 

The Coalition is demanding 
the creation of an agency that will look 
after the welfare of the children. This 
will also include funds for the 
children’s needs such as education, 
health care and others. 

Reports have it that some dis- 
placed women entertainers continue 
to ply their trade, this time training 
their sights on the local clientele. Yet 
WEDPRO noted that these women need 
not have gone back to prostitution if 
they had been given the needed eco- 
nomic assistance and social support. 

In its study, WEDPRO advised 
the government that “to ensure viable 
employment and livelihood alterna- 
‘ives to these prostituted women, it is 
important that steps be taken to their 
early absorption and integration in 
the conversion program for the 
baselands.” 

Women, in fact, have already 
made small inroads in this area. 
Among these is Buklod, Inc., a drop- 
in center founded in 1986 for prosti- 
tuted women, which provides them 
with basic training and welfare ser- 
vices. 

Buklod has initiated alterna- 
tive livelihood projects such as soap- 
making, in which the women partici- 
pants get their share from the pro- 
ceeds upon sale. Another is quilted 
bag making. 

Buklod’s current concern is 
establishing a market for the products 
so these products can eventually be 
transformed into regular small 
women’s enterprises, with Buklod’s 
beneficiaries as its regular workers. It 
also conducts studies on other types 
of assistance needed by the women en- 
tertainers. 

The problem of providing a 
new lease on life for the displaced 
women entertainers is a gargantuan 
task, though, which requires attention 
from policymakers. With apparent 
government indifference, life after the 
bases seemed to be thorny for the 
women entertainers. Now they have 
to take the future into their own 
hands, while demanding that the gov- 
ernment appropriate funds for the 
genuine revitalization of life in their 
communities. 

“It’s time for us to stand on 
our own feet; if the government is too 
busy to notice our situation, we will 
try to survive on our own,” says Lina 
with conviction as she wondered when 
the government will start doing its 
share to recast their future.” 
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HERBS FOR 
WOMEN’S 
HEALTH 


Homeopathic 
Remedies for the Cold 


and Flu Season 
BY KAREN SCOTT 


Note: the law requires this disclaimer. 
This column is meant for informa- 
tional purposes only, and is not in- 
tended to replace the advice of a medi- 
cal practitioner. Should you use this 
information without the approval of 
your physician, you are prescribing 
for yourself, which (at time of press) 
is still your constitutional right, but 
the author of this column can assume 
no responsibility. 


As the cold winter months 
approach, i thought it would be a good 
time to discuss cold and flu remedies. 
The,common cold and flu are usually 
caused by viruses; antibiotics, which 
are effective only against bacteria, 
can’t provide any help in these situa- 
tions. Thus, these illnesses are espe- 
cially good candidates for herbal heal- 
ing. 

The traditional medical ap- 
proach to colds and flu is to give the 


patient medicine to mask symptoms- - 


decongestants, fever reducers, pain 
killers- in order to make her feel well 
enough to continue her regular rou- 
line. Over and over we see those com- 
mercials for over-the-counter cold 
medicines which promise us we will 
feel so good we can still go to work. In 
today’s fast-paced society, this solu- 
tion is tempting, but is not necessar- 
ily healthy. Herbalists and 
naturopaths see a cold as the body’s 
way of releasing toxins, and therefore 
as a process which should be sup- 
ported, not suppressed. Often, getting 
a cold can be your body’s way of tell- 
ing you to slow down and rest. Con- 
tinuing your stressful, busy schedule 
at this time is just the thing not to do. 
Instead, try to look at a cold as an ex- 
cuse to take time to rest, relax, and 
nurture yourself. Your body will thank 
you for it! 

That said, there are many 
natural and herbal remedies which 
can help support your body’s natural 
immune response, relieve discomfort, 
and shorten the duration of a cold or 
a flu. At the first signs of discomfort, 
begin taking 1000mg of vitamin C with 
lots of water every two hours (do not 
do this if you are pregnant), If there 
is soreness in the throat, also dissolve 
a zinc gluconate lozenge in your 
mouth every 3 hours for 3-5 days. 
These measures, if taken soon enough, 
can prevent a full-blown cold from 
developing. Another early remedy to 
take at the first symptoms, and one 
you may be able to find right in your 
kitchen, is as follows: 


1 oz. fresh ginger, sliced 

1 stick of cinnamon, broken 
1 teaspoon coriander seeds 
3 cloves : 

1 slice of lemon 

1 pint of water 


_ Simmer this for 15 minutes and strain. 


Drink a cupful hot every 2 hours, 
sweetened with organic honey. 
(Hoffman) 


As acold or flu develops, you 
Will want to treat it based on your in- 
dividual symptoms. If you experience 
chills, lots of runny mucus, swollen 
tissues, low fever and tiredness, you 
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may want to try the warming herbal 
remedies. Try capsules of goldenseal 
(Hydrastis canadensis), cayenne (Cap- 
sicum frutescens), and ginger 
(Zingiber officinale), or make a tea 
using ginger, yarrow (Achillea 
millefolium), and boneset 
(Eupatorium perfoliatum). (Potts) For 
“streaming” colds, place a slice of raw 
onion in hot water for a minute or two, 
then remove the onion and sip all day. 
(Stein) For colds characterized by 
thick, opaque mucus, and dry, hot fe- 
vers, avoid the more warming herbs. 
Drink fruit juices, and make a tea us- 
ing peppermint (Mentha pepperita), 
rosehips (Rosa spp.), comfrey 
(Symphytum officinale), and rasp- 
berry leaf (Rubus idaeus). (Potts) An- 
other recipe that i use for colds of all 
types is: 


1 tablespoon each 

mullein (Verbascum thapsus) 

comfrey 

coltsfoot (Tussilago farfara) 

lobelia (Lobelia inflata) 

peppermint 

2 slices lemon 

2 pints water 
Simmer (don’t boil) 5 minutes and 
steep for 15. Strain and sweeten with 
organic honey. Drink a cup hot every 
couple of hours. For achy flu symp- 
toms, make a tea of elecampane 
root(Inula helenium) and boneset with 
a few teaspoons of lemon juice and 
honey, and drink three or four times 
a day. 


For coughs, coltsfoot tea will 
help, as will slippery elm bark(ulmus 
fulva) or licorice root (glycyrrhiza 
glabra) in tea— do not use licorice if 
you have high blood pressure. You 


can make a natural cough syrup by |, 


simmering two cups of chopped on- 
ion in half a cup of honey and the juice 
of one lemon on top of a double boiler 
for two hours. Take a tablespoon full, 
warm, every few hours. 

For congestion, mullein, 
coltsfoot, comfrey and elecampane are 
all helpful. A particularly helpful rem- 
edy for sinus and lung congestion is 
as follows: Place one teaspoon each of 
sage (Salvia officinalis) , mullein, com- 
frey and coltsfoot in a bowl. Pour boil- 
ing water over the herbs and hold 
your head over the bow! with a towel 
over your head to trap the steam, and 
breathe the steam in through both 
your nose and mouth for five minutes. 
Done three or four times a day, this 
really helps relieve congestion and 
soothe mucus membranes. For runny 
nasal congestion, i find that 1/2 to 1 
ml of Osha root tincture (Lingusticum 


porteri) as needed really does the | 


trick. 


With any type of cold and flu, | 


you will want to include one of the 


herbal antimicrobials. Garlic (Allium , 
Sativum) is one such herb; however, : 
note that garlic only retains its anti- | 
microbial properties in its uncooked : 


form. If you like raw garlic, eat a clove 


several times a day; otherwise, youcan | 


substitute two tablets of a good (not 
supermarket brand!) garlic such as 
Kyolic. Echinacea (Echinacea 
Angustifolia) is another favorite 
antimicrobal- take 1-2 ml of tincture 
four times a day for the first five days, 
then reduce to 2-3 times a day for 
another five days. Stop for 5-7 days, 
then repeat if necessary. The same 
program can be followed with Gold- 
enseal tincture, either separately or to- 
gether. 

Based on your particular 
symptoms, you can tailor a remedy for 
yourself using a combination of 
the remedies suggested here. Most 
important, however, is the well- 
known advice: stay warm, drink lots 
of fluids and get plenty of rest. 
Avoid over-the-counter drugs when 
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possible, and of course if your a 
symptoms are unusually severe e 
prolonged, see a health care pra 


tioner. ‘ 
Have a healthy winter: 


Sources: ‘ 
Hoffman, David. Therapeutic 
Herbalism, 


Potts, Billie. Witches Heal. 
Stein, Diane. The Natural Remedy 


Book For Women, 


a feminist bookstore 


Western Massachusetts’ Largest Selection 
of Books By & For Women!!! 


| 
Ferninist Periodicals > Women’s Music + Posters 
Handcrafted Jewelry » Cards & Stationery » Buttons 
Bumper Suckers « And much, much more... 


NX 90 King Street, Northampton, 586-7851 


8 copies 
g - Bulk overnight rate 


*Typesaiting -Businoss cards ‘Binding, cutting, folding 
‘Recycled papars ‘Thesis,tesumo = *Passpor pholos 


ee i _ 
—Open 7 days across from the Amherst Town Common 


29 S. Pleasant St. 256-6425 
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106 N. Pleasant St & Amherst. MA 
(413) 253-5432 


SELF-EXPLORATION FOR WOMEN 
ANNIE MCCOLLUM 

* trained in psychosynthesis 

* experienced in Jungian 
approaches to dreamwork 

° emphasis on making choices: 
transforming old patterns: 
and integrating feelings’ 
thoughts and values 

Sliding scale/ 586-0963 


- 
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‘ 


586-5355 
Feminist Therapy 
Survivors of Incest 
Sexual Abuse 
Grief & Loss 


Sliding Fee Scale from $25 
Most Insurance Accepted 


Thornes Marketplace 
Old South St. Entrance 586" 
Northampton 
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1994 
Second Women’s Conference 


featuring 


"We Are Not For Sale—Sex Trafficking in the World” 


by Ninotchka Rosca, former political prisoner and exile, 
founder of the GABRIELA network and author of five books 


and 


"The Crisis of Democracy In Haiti” 


by Alerte Belance, called Mother Courage in Haiti, 
she survived being left for dead by military assassins, 
a brave and moving speaker for the Lavalis democratic movement. 


and 


other workshops on international and 
domestic Human Rights abuses of poor women and women of color 


The conference is free and open to the public. 
There will be a supervised recreation room for children. 


December 3, 1994 
10am-S5pm 


CAMPUS CENTER 


AUDITORIUM 
UMASS 


For more information, please contact: 
Shyamala Ivatury 545-5312 
Sandra Rose 253-4274 
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Las Memorias de 
Sr.Gongora: 


by Aisha Gabriel 


My subject is “Memoria: 
memory—3 Decades of Work 1960's 
to 1990's,” a retrospective exhibition 
of paintings by Colombian artist and 
UMASS-Amherst professor, Leonel 
Gongora at Herter Gallery, UMASS. I 
would like to say that my subject is 
solely about the paintings and not the 
man but first of all that would be na- 
ive and, secondly, that would be blind. 

This is a man whose sophis- 
licated techniques put you into his 
mind and consciousness and into his 
past. The colors as you may have 
heard are vivid and carelully com- 
bined. They alone evoke emotion and 
place the viewer in time/space exactly 
where the painter wants you to be, For 
example, “The Water in the Tunnel” 
gives a strong sense of being in wa- 
ter—his technique tricks the viewer 
into feeling water, not merely being 
put mindful of it. His use of form is 
often mind bending: the warmth of 
wood instead of canvas in some, wood 
combined with canvas in others, more 
than one work is a collage, and in more 
than one painting an angular break 
up of space by patches of color insist 
that the eye go where the artist in- 


- tended. 


But now] have to switch gears 
and don my feminist eyeglasses. | 
should point out that this article was 
prompted by phone calls received by 
VWV readers: somebody thought that 
something should be said about the 
portrayal of women in Prof. Gongora’s 
paintings. First, let’s be descriptive. 
There are nudes, Lots of female nudes. 
Some armless or otherwise not intact. 
Breasts and crotches always made 
prominent. There’s a portrait Series: 
singularly female busts. A women 
with women series that I found play- 
ful but couldn’t help but wonder why 
he did these. Another grouping from 
earlier years has women everywhere 
but always as distorted nudes: 
anorexic figures, exaggerated features, 
armiess, a head not quite attached to 
its armless body, breasts and crotches 
again, placid expressions. You won't 
miss the religious and political themes 
even if they are from other cultures 
and from another time. Why these 
particular choices? Why so little ac- 
companying explanation for the 


* viewer? 


Clearly, we are being exposed 
to one man’s life and fantasies. | no- 
ticed that all of Prof. Gongora’s pub- 
lished comments on his work that | 
could find consistently spoke of life. 


@eseeeeaeceoeaeocacecaecaesocnonaonaocacaoaoanaonoaoaooanaond 


a retrospective 


He refers to his own life but doesn’t 
stop there. He holds that one should 
expect that the artist’s resource and 
motive force is life. Just life. 

But what’s the issue here? 
Are women being objectified in this 
representation? Sure. You bet. But if 
this writer thought that this was all 
there was to say then writing a review 
wouldn’t have been worth my time. | 
take that remark back. If I feared that 
people wouldn’t recognize male domi- 
nance or male sexual fantasy or 
women portrayed in a very narrow, 
objectifying way then yes, I’d feel com- 
pelled to write an alarm-sounding ar- 
ticle. 

AS it is, let me try to doa bit 
more than just confirm for all of you 
who have seen the show that you did 
indeed see what you thought you saw. 
I stood before his paintings at length. 
I sat on the floor before his paintings 
for some time. I honestly let myself 
have a Gongora experience. I had 
mixed emotions including some firmly 
negative sentiments as I viewed 
women's bodies in distorted shapes or 
detached condition or powerless, pas- 
sive positions. I, also, had a few smiles 
brought on by “Amazonas del Rodeo,” 
a sexually suggestive picture of two 
women on horseback and by “Post- 
cards” which is down right clever. And 
no one can ignore Prof. Gongora’s 
mastery of color; | was amazed and 
instructed. I can also say that I re- 
spected his understanding of time as 
fluid and that the individual is a prod- 
uct of all human experiences across 
this fluid, dynamic medium. The re- 
verse side to my reaction is that! never 
felt convinced of the universality of 
the political and religious and psycho- 
logical themes (by way of sex and 
sexuality) that he claims as memories 
to share wilh us. How cai simaie will 
the artist if the artist fails to let me in 
on intimate information? 

But someone might say, 
“What does it matter his great skill as 
an artist, as a colorist if his message is 
anti-women? It is, but only second- 
arily. “Memorias” is the work of an 
established, world-renowned artist 
who quite consciously wraps himself 
in historicity—in all human existence 
seen as a.product of what has come 
before and in his own history even 
more specifically—and in culture(s) of 
the male-dominated variety that have 
comprised his life’s influences: 


WE NEED 
COMPUTER! 


y to help us become cyberfeminists! 
Believe it or not, your beloved Valley Women's Voice, stumbles 
through typing and production every month with only a 
Macintosh II with 4 megs of RAM, and a miniscule hard drive. 
Our software is outdated and our computer is litt 
high-tech doorstop. We are desperately seeking donations of 
your old computer equipment or money to buy equipment or 
software. We are running Pagemaker 4.0 and Microsoft Word 
4.0 and would relish the chance to join the 90s with the 5.0 
versions of these programs. While we know we can't have 
everything, we are confident that somewhere, out in the vast 
valley we call home, one of our loyal readers can help us get 
some more modern equipment. We're tired of napping while 
waiting for our programs to open and tired of wandering out 
for coffee while our poky little Flaming Amazon saves a file, 
and we wish we could utilize all the fabulous features of 
Macintoshes built in this decade. Readers, you are our last 
hope! We're aren't asking for anything fancy because, let's face 
it, anything you could put on our desk, is faster and stronger 
than what's there now. Please call Wendy at the office with 


This is your opportunit 


leads at 545-2436. 


(Gongora): “There is, of course, 
in most of it (Memoria) my cul- 
ture as a Latin American as well 
as my personal vision; romantic, 
sensual, idealistic, nomadic, frag- 
mented and populated by many 
different countries and people I 
have known through my life.” 


Given the cultural influences and the 
historic time periods that his: life 
spans we can hardly be surprised by 
male ego-centered work or his par- 
ticular male focus on Women-as- 
Other. 

Product of the times. Is that 
an excuse? No, just realism. You, the 
reader, can excuse the art pun. This 
Writer wishes to avoid sharing the 
same waters with book banning librar- 
ians who target age-old literature and 
essay just because today we can 
Openly criticize the authors’ bigotry. 
Every writer or artist like any other 
human being expressing herself/him- 
self has a firm social obligation as they 
work their particular craft. Necessar- 
ily, bigotry and stereotyping of any 
segment of humanity are out. But so- 
ciety needs these representations of 
Smallmindedness from the past to see 
where it has been. The fact that re- 
ductionist representations of human- 
ity are seen today is as Prof. Gongora’s 
work suggests: it’s a product of what 
has come before. 


le more than a 


Specializing 
in 
Academic Titles 


4 Old South Street, 
Northampton 
584-9868 
round the comer from 
Thome's Marked) 


Daily 10-8, Sunday-12-6 
Always Buying Quality Used Books 
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T 
Gulf Coast 
Womyn's Festival 


Where: Camp Sister Spirit -- Ovett, Mississippi 

When: April 13 -- 16, 1995 

Why: The political is personal. The right-wing | 
religious zealots have tried to stop us from gathering. | 


Join the 


@eeeeoeecoaeoeoeseoceeoen 89eece 
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°We always welcome new members to our 
«fabulous collective. We need women to 
* write, edit, layout, pasteup, sell advertising, 2 
e network with women all over the country, « 
-do bookkeeping, write reviews, drawe 
* cartoons, distribute papers and much muche 
= more. Call us at 545-2436 or come by thes 
‘office, room 321 Student Union, to finds 
; out how you can help. 


e 
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As a family, we are standing our ground and are working 
for civil rights for all of us. We need vour support. 
Preducers: Brenda & Wanda Henson 
Cost: Worker tickets $25 -- $50 
Festee-goers $80 -- $120 
(More if you can: Less if you can't.) 
The Need: This event is our major/annual fundraiser for 
Camp Sister Spirit. We need 500 participants to enable us 
to build a library and financially support our work for 
1995 -- an entire year. Please come. 


oa 
oe 
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Write: Camp Sister Spirit -- GCWF 
P.O. Box 12 Ovett, MS 39464 


Call: (601) 344-2005 


ee 


Multiculturalism... 


continued from page 3 


scious awareness of this being the case. 
The relevant question, then, is not 
“What set of physical characteristics 
did you get at birth?” Instead, it is 
“What set of theories, beliefs, anxi- 
eties, values, etc. did you inherit at 
birth and along your path since that 
make up your understanding of the 
world and human life?” 
Humans, for a large number 
of reasons, including adaptation to 
varied geography, come at the busi- 
ness of being human from slightly dif- 
ferent angles. Imagine a single room 
but with numerous doors and win- 
dows. As people enter the room 
through all the doors, their view of the 
room varies necessarily. Each 
ethnicity is an entry point to a singu- 
lar subject, that of being human. On 
a different level of understanding, 
each ethnicity holds a piece of a larger 
truth that can only be heard by put- 
ting all the pieces—the ethnicities— 
together. And, as with the analogy of 
the multi-entry room, the vantage 
points from these ethnicities are 
bound to be overlapping, lend them- 
selves to no hierarchy or judgment of 
right and wrong, and are interdepen- 
dent if we want to know all that it is 
possible to know about us, humans. 
Ethnicity gives us significant 
human variation. The significance 
comes {rom the wealth of information 
bout how to do human 
all humans think about 
ut the same things: 
having and raising children, food and 
shelter, expressing our creative tal- 
ents, and being happy. Did I leave 
anything out? Bul how we #0 about 
these things makes for fascinating 
human variety and 3 complex total 
pieture ol humanity. What does 
Yoruba culture tell us about how hest 
to care for children when working 
parents can't be it home? What can 
we dearn from Japanese culture and 
SS Lapeer montane HE OOO 


given lo us a 
life. Largely, 
and worry abo 
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about building urban centers? What 
truth comes to us from aboriginal cul- 
tures about living cooperatively with 
the environment? Every culture of- 
fers a piece of a complete set of infor- 
mation about human life and this is 
where we can learn tremendously. 
Multiculturalism, then, is any 
deliberate social process for taking 
advantage of what all or many human 
vantage points have to offer. This can 
be philosophy to politics, theory or 
attion. A company’s policy on job 


hiring or office conduct can be made ' 


explicitly inclusive as opposed to dis- 
criminatory and exclusive. How a 
company’s policies are shaped with- 
out question affects how individuals 
think about each other and, so, make 
a difference. The economic behavior 
of a nation’s government can be em- 
powering for people of all ethnic 
groups or favor a balance of power in 
the hands of certain groups. School 
curriculums can routinely teach all 
subjects from a philosophical stance 
of one humanity with many ethnic 
perspectives. Engineers all over the 
world have each other from which to 
learn. Medical professionals are only 
just beginning to seriously investigate 
and trade among the knowledges 
across cultures. The key to greater 
understanding in each of these Cases 
is to recognize cultural biases and go 
beyond them. Of course, these are the 
barest few examples and drawn starkly 
for clarity’s sake. 

A more specific example of 
true multiculturalism is the life of Mrs. 
Yuri Kochiyama, the much honored 
political activist. I strongly recom- 
mend viewing the documentary film 
about her called “Yuri Kochiyama: a 
passion for Justice.” Her philosophy 
activism led the way for many 
igns that she joined 
to become multi-ethnic efforts when 
they otherwise might not have been. 
In her speech al UMASS-Amherst this 


of social 
civil rights campa 


year, she spoke of universal human 


needs as well as the fight to secure civil 


rights as one fight, not several distinct 
battles segregated by ethnicity. 
Locally, there are notable ex- 
amples, among them I give praise to 
The New World Theater and the 
Everywoman’s Center, both at UMASS- 
Amherst. Both organizations are con- 
cerned with giving voice to those who 
might otherwise not be heard. Both 
are multi-ethnic in staff. Sensitivity 
toward all is thought of and acted 
upon in concrete ways in 
policymaking, creation of services and 
in public presentations. Management 
in both organizations stays alert to the 
potentiality of power imbalance along 
ethnic lines internal to their staffs; 
everyone has an equal voice. In these 
efforts, there is no attempt to dictate 
a cultural reality from outside of the 
culture in question. For instance, New 
World Theater performances stay true 
to the culture of the specific ethnic 
group that is being portrayed: a Na- 
tive American playwright’s work is 
presented for a Native American au- 
dience. This is done out of respect 
for the culture and to speak truth 
about the culture to all others. Ms. 
Roberta Uno, artistic director, ex- 
plained, “The Native American audi- 
ence is going to understand every 
nuance and the humor and every- 
thing. And people who sit further 
away will get the truth and will be af- 
fected by the truth even if they don’t 
get the subtleties of what's going on.” 
Linvite everyone to check the 
approach here against the wish list 
that all definitions of multiculturalism 
seem to strive toward. Again, every 
ethnic vantage point holds a piece ol 
a larger truth. Only by engaging all 
the ethnicities together are we able Lo 
see a complete picture of what human 


truth is. 


QUESTION 


You didn’t know. 
You couldn’t see. 
Do I have to wear a pink triangle? 


What do you see when you look at me? 
Do you only see my face? 

You try and guess my heritage, 

and you are always wrong. 

Why do you always have to have a place to put me in? 


Can you only see my gender? 
lam a woman. 

Iam a Korean-American woman. 
Can you see my delicate Features? 
Can you hear my voice? 

Are you suprised that I have no accent when I speak? 


Can you see me now? 
Have I] given you enough clues? 
Here's one more. 


Iam a woman of color, but | am not heterosexual. 
Iam a Korean-American lesbian. 

I refuse to live according to your expectations, 
rules, needs, demands. 


I have my set of beliefs. 
It’s called an attitude. 


Do you know me now? 


by: Juliana Prence Hyang Hopkins 


Myopia 


continued from page 4 


the system. They do have their 
Hillary Clintons, Pat Schroeders, 
and Eleanor Smeals. They do have 
access to profitable employment, 
to higher education, the health 
care, to legal advocacy and even 
childcare. All of these gains have 
been made at the expense of 
women of color. 

Though there have been 
some material gains, patriarchy 
still exists, white women are still 
being raped and objectified in the 
media and battering continues to 
remain a serious problem. White 
women also continue to earn less 
than men. If this is true, if women 
are not safe physically, emotion- 
ally, and economically, then is 
there any real satisfaction in wear- 
ing Nike shoes, climbing the cor- 
porate/tenured ladder or in other 
words, only having one foot out 
of the patriarchal bed? Liberal 
feminism has been bought off, but 
at what cost? 

For feminism to be a sig- 
nificant movement, for patriarchy 
to be overthrown, for gender op- 
pression to end, there must be a 
unified movement, based on the 
material realities of women at the 
intersection or race, class, and 
gender. For “sisterhood to be 
powerful”, we must acknowledge 
the impotence of the existing lib- 
eral feminist ideologies. 
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Lesbians on the Road to Beijing 


(From “1995 World Conference on Women: Where are the Lesbians,” from the Interna- 
tional Lesbians Information Service, the Netherlands, Volume 15, November 2, 1994.) 


INTRODUCTION 

Preparations are now under way for the Fourth United Nations World Conference on Women (WCW), 
September 4-15, 1995 in Beijing, China. A parallel conference for nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), called 
the NGO Forum, will be held August 30 to September 8 in Beijing. An international plan of action will be approved 
at the WCW, similar to the Forward Looking Strategies issued at the 1985 UN conference on women in Nairobi, 
Kenya. The 1985 action plan helped shape the policies and programs of governments, development agencies, 
NGOs and funding agencies for a decade, and encouraged countless grassroots: organizations in their work to 
improve the status of women. 

The 1995 action plan will be based in part on the national report each country is expected to produce, an 
evaluation of the 1985 Forward Looking Strategies and on five regional action plans. 


HISTORY 

Lesbians were invisible in the 1985 Forward Looking Strategies; only the. Dutch representative spoke out 
about the position of lesbians, the first time this was ever done at an official UN gathering. This came about in part 
because of ILIS and her three-party strategy: 


1. To establish a Dutch political lesbian platform, of lesbians from different backgrounds and groups. After six 
months, a reader was put together with reports and demands from lesbians living in the Netherlands. 
2. To accumulate political support by asking Dutch women’s groups and some political parties to make a political 
issue out of lesbian report. 
3. To make international preparations. This included holding an ILIS international conference where an agree- 
ment was reached about five key lesbian demands, which were presented at Nairobi; and applying for and receiv- 
ing agreement to hold several workshops on lesbians and education, health, employment and international net- 
working. 

ILIS was one of 15 organizations (out of 150 applications) to receive Dutch government money to partici- 
pate in the Nairobi conference. In Nairobi 4,000 copies of specially prepared brochure on lesbianism were distrib- 
uted, many at the daily informal workshop that ILIS organized. ; 


TOWARD BEIJING 1995: ASIAN LESBIAN NETWORK 3 

The WCW is an opportunity to make lesbian and our issues visible and to gain more allies in our struggle. 
Governments and NGOs are now holding a series of parallel meetings to prepare their reports for Beijing. If we 
want our issues included in this international agenda, we must act now. 

The Asian Lesbian Network (ALN) has been very active and provides a good example of how to gain 
support for lesbian issues. An Asia/Pacific meeting of NGOs on Women in Development took place in November 
aes in Manila, the Philippines. Recommendations from this meeting were submitted to preparatory committees 
or Beijing. 

The ALN wanted to make sure that lesbian issues were raised at the Manila meeting so that the issues 
would be on the agenda of the NGO Forum at Beijing in 1995. They also wanted women’s groups in the Asia/ 
Pacific region to be aware of the goals of the ALN. 

Concerned about the invisibility of lesbians and the heterosexual assumptions being made, midway dur- 
ing the Manila Conference, ALN representatives made a public announcement. They called a meeting for all 
women concerned about “assumptions of heterosexuality and the marginalization of lesbians in this symposium.” 
They chose the wording of the call very carefully, in order to include sympathetic non-lesbians and to exclude 
curiosity seekers. More than 25 women, non-lesbians and lesbians, attended the meeting. These women drew up 
a resolution that called on the organizers of the Beijing conference to “acknowledge the disadvantaged position of 
a large number of women who choose to have primary relationships with women .. .” in their preparations for the 
conference. The resolution asked that discrimination against lesbians be documented; that references to lesbians 
not be removed from preparatory documents and that these documents and resolutions not marginalize lesbians; 
that there by recognition of the right of women to choose life-style and partners without discrimination; that the 
violence against lesbians perpetuated by homophobia and sanctioned by state, religion and culture be condemned 
and stopped; and that the treatment of women’s issues not silence individual women who choose not to live with 
a male partner. 

ALN and sympathizers then carefully examined documents from the conference to make sure the issues 
they raised were included. At a February preparatory meeting for the WCW in Bangkok, some participants noticed 
that references to lesbians had been excluded. The organizers of the February meeting had edited lesbians out. A 
letter writing campaign to the UN officials who organized the meeting was made, asking that all documentation be 
reviewed “with a view to explicit mention of the legitimate concerns of lesbian women, many of whom are at the 
forefront in the process for equality, development and peace.” 

ALN argues that lesbian issues are legitimate women’s movement issues, and that until all women are free 
to decide who they will love, no woman is really free. This analysis has won them allies. 

In more good news, Anjaree, the lesbian-feminist group in Bangkok, has been invited by women’s NGOs to 
participate in meetings and discussions about Beijing. In Australia, the Australian Council for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights prepared a briefing paper for government officials which has been well received. 


WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

ILIS urges lesbians to use the WCW and the NGO Forum as a way to increase lesbian visibility. Talk with 
other lesbians of different backgrounds and decide what the issues are in your country. Make sure lesbian issues 
are raised in your country’s official national report. In some countries, the officials in charge of preparing for 
Beijing may be the government women’s bureau. Prepare your own lesbian national report and submit it to the 
government for inclusion. Each country should also have a national NGO committee or focal point, and you can 
lobby them to include lesbian issues in their recommendations and activities. 


CAMP SISTER SPIRIT UPDATE 


Transnationals 


(Maude Barlow as quoted in The 
Womanist, Canadian feminist newspa- 
per, Spring 1993) 

“The United Nations tracks 
the movements of the TNCs 
[Transnational Corporations]. Last 
year it reported that the 600 largest 
TNCs, accounted for one quarter of the 
world’s total output. They do 80 to 
90 percent of the industrial world’s 
trade, but employ just three percent 
of its work force. They control 80 
percent of the world’s land cultivated 
for export crops, displacing millions 
of farmers from their land and mil- 
lions of workers from domestic indus- 
try. Of the world’s largest 100 econo- 
mies, 47 are now transnational cor- 
porations — not countries. This 
means that approximately 138 coun- 
tries of the world — the vast majority 
— have smaller economies than those 
giant companies. 

“Ownership of these TNCs is 
concentrated in the United States and 
a handful of other countries. The 
TNCs, however, don’t define them- 
selves in national terms. They may 
have their head office in one country, 
but production will be scattered in 
many third world nations, with tax 
shelters, administrative offices and 
research facilities located in others. 

“They are economic fiefdoms 
— flexible, dynamic, and autocratic. 
Their goals are to grow in power and 
to accumulate wealth. They seek to 
circumvent and weaken national ju- 
risdictions, creating a world without 
borders. They play governments and 
workers in one country or region off 
against other, more desperate coun- 
tries, and regions. The environment, 
too, is a pawn to this game of corpo- 

rate chess, 

“Because these companies are 
privately owned, they are not account- 
able to the public. Because they are 
global, they can transfer funds from 
country to country at will, loading 
debt where they wish and minimizing 
their costs. One half of the world’s 
trade consists of transactions within 
these corporations’ boardrooms, 
rather than in the open market. Their 
power is greater than the power of the 
state and therefore of democracy it- 
self.” 


After running the article on Camp Sisterspirit in the November issue we heard from a lot of women who were glad to have information on the 
situation, but few who were able because of work or family commitments to go to Mississippi. As a result our current plans are scaled down. Currently 
several of us are planning to rent a car and leave on December 26 and return January 1. The car will hold 5 and there is space available. We are also 
looking for donations towards the car rental and gas. Currently we think it will cost around $100 per person, a sum that is going to be hard for some 
students to raise, so we are also looking for donations towards the car rental and gas. We've already raised $10 at the Lesbian Home Show this week. Call 


Kate at the Valley Women’s Voice office 545-2436 if you want to go or to make a donation. 


NORTHAMPTON 
ARTS AND CRAFTS 
FAIR 


CERAMICS * WOOD * FIBER ° METAL ° PAPER 
FINE ART ° JEWELRY 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1994 
10 AMTO5 PM — porer nortHampron 


CALL 413-527-0101. 


To Benefit 
NECESSITIES/NECESIDADES 


INTXODUCTORY SELF-DEFENSE WORKSHOP 
FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS, ages 12 & up 


SATURDAY, DEC. 17th, 2-5 p.m. 
Jffered by VALLEY WOMEN'S MARTIAL , 


ARTS, Inc., One Cottage St., : 
Easthampton, MA. To pre-register, ‘\ 


+o ig 


Dykes To Watch Out For by Alison Bechdel 


1 DIDN'T Quite Ger Why They 
KEPT INTERCUTIING THE SEx 
SCENE WITH THAT FOOTAGE OF 


THIS? I GUESS. OH.UM. I 
BUT 14 NOT PLANNDIG T GUESS You PROBABLY 


fromthe |) ofr 


, Af 
5 . EVENING OF | |CHERNoBYL AFTER THE ACC - Se ae Abs 
EXPERIMENTAL | |DENT, But ir wA$ STILL. 
LESBIAN PREYry Hor. 
Fua, 
to the He 4% 


7 4 cee 
Tidiculous| | 


(ed COFFEE. 
©l994 By Auson evil 


Ou HUH. 50... 
QOU'RE A MORNING 
A. PERSON, THEN? 


x OKAY, MO. TGivE UP. tp Uf In-in- INTERESTED ? uy... 

ONE WAY TO E TUST THAT YOURE NOT INTER-f] LIKE... YOUMEAN, IN YOU? 

FIND OUT. 2d ESTED, OR ARE You REALLY jf JEEZ, DEIRDRE. I DuNNo. | 
? camera I MEAN, 1...I... 


OH, SHIT. LOOK, FORGET 7. UH,. LET'S Go 

I’m SORRY. E THOUGHT You SOME PLACE 

WERE Juir NiUROT|CALLY WHERE WE 

Suy. [GUESS I'M The CAN TALK. 
LURoT 


I'm REAWy WORRIED About tHe 
Possipuity oF a REPUBLICAN! 
RELIGIOUS RIGHT-BACKED 

WHITE HOUSE in 962, 


++ AND IT's Just BEEN So LONG, ['vE 
FoRcorrEn How TACT, yanow?l FEEL 
SO CONFUSEDS IT's NOT THAT I pan'T FIND 


You ATTRACTIVE ’ 1TS Jusr THAT... te 


a 
7 


1 AEAN, Win CLINTON FLOUNDERS 
AND THe GAy RIGHTS MOVEMENT HAS 
No Donors AND No LEADERS, 
THE CHRISTIAN COALITION GRows 
Re BY LEAP § Avo Bones? 


F, 


THE COUNTRY 1S SLIPPANGINTO A CONSER- 
vATive COMA! PEOPLE WouLD RATHER 
BASH IMMIGRANTS, BLAME QUEERS, AND 
BUILD BIGGER PRISONS THAN FACE THE 
REAL PROBLEMS: THE WIDENING GULF 
BETWEEN RICH AND Pook! UNTRAMMELED 


ary 
(| 


WHEN You WORK 
ITAL OUT, 


Dykes To Watch Out For by Alison Bechdel 


"HAW ITHEA | | WHoa? sue 1 FbumworT MEAN, | WHAT KIND OF KISS 
OWES ME | | JUST, LIKE, | WHAT COWD T do? T | ARE WE TALKING HERE? 
FivE BUKS!] | KISSED You ? | KISSED HER BACK. | POLITE PECK? SISTERLY 


WHAT DID | SHE Took ME By SMoocH? OR A REAL 
You po? SURPRISE. SPITSWAPPER ? 
$y Ben, 


soon 


IT WAS... You kNow, Mo, D'you MINDIF T INCLUDE THIS 
A REGULAR KISS. SHE GUESS. You Dion’ StoRy iN THE PAPER [4 PRESINTING 1 
TASTED LIKE POPCORN AND Jae TRY to STOP : AT THE QUEER THRoRy CONFER- } 
LGR Sf . ENCE NEXT WEEK ? 


VA LOD AT How THE HYPERSEXVAY 17D] You KNow WHat 'S 
PERSONAE OF BLACK WOMES AND LESBIANS 
IN THE AVLE UTERARY CANON CONTRAST [{ OURE ARRAID OF | | Good HAPPENS, SOME- 
WITH OUR ACTUA EXPERIENCES OF DESIRE, | LETTING ANYTHING | [inn BAD 1s Ricdr | this DEIRpRE ? 
FOCUSING ON INTERSUBJECKVE MopAL- | GOOD HAPPEN. ; J IS SKE 

ITIES oF LESBIAN IMPOTENCE. Dy PRE-SHRUNK? 


OF Course TAM? 
AS Soow As SOMETHING 


TeEzIZ, SPARROW? 
IT wAS OUR FIRST 
DATE! 1 DIDN'T 


Id THERAPY ? 
AND WHAT ABOUT | 


TAKE HER MENTAL 
HEALTH HISTORY! 
- 5 Sa 


CmiHoaP. 


MO, THAT WAS JEZANNA ON 
THE PHONE. SKE WANTS US To 
COME OVER To THE Boxsrore 
TON:GHT. RIGHT Now, IF nf CAny. 


HER Mom 1S REALLY SICK, 
350 SHE Has TO FLY HOME. § MATTER Wry WITH YoU, lw CASE 
SHE WANTS TD Go OVER fl HER MOTHER ? SHE NEEDS To TALK. 


STUFF AT WORK WITH U DID SHE SAy? + | LMEAW, my Mm BEDW 
Hoe ss SICK A Lot. Do Xv, 
THINK SHE'D MMP ? 


Sponsored by Stuff-It Storage 
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Rude Girls 


by Bernie 


Even though it’s cold and grey and all the beautiful leaves 
fell down, lots of us are still rude. Yay! So send your brave 
and creative stories about how you've handled harassment, 
sexism, and obnoxious assumptions. Readers all over the 
Valley will be outraged at oppression and celebrate what 
you’ve done. And just so you remember, this is the opposite 
of Miss Manners and our address is: Rude Girls, c/o The Val- 
ley Women’s Voice, 321 Student Union Building, UMass, 
Amherst Ma, 01003. 


Dear Rude Girls, 


I just did a very effective, public direct action confronting 
ableism. I don’t think I was rude at all- I think everyone else 
is rude. (I thought you’d understand and even if you didn’t 
you should). 

A few weeks ago I was going grocery shopping at our local 
crunchy corporate store. I was looking for a parking space 
when I noticed that a car without disability plates or permit 
was parked in a disabled space. I was driving my lover’s van 
which does have disabled plates- because she’s a woman with 
a disability. These parking spots are reserved for an impor- 
tant reason: accessibility. So to give the illegal parker a mes- 
sage I parked behind their car, leaving them sort of stuck. 
Then I went into the store and told customer service that 
someone was parked illegally ( and it wasn’t me). The woman 
who owned the car was paged. She got all huffy at me about 
how she couldn’t move her car. She expected me, most likely 
someone with a disability, to rush back outside. Instead I 
pointed out that she could have gotten herself a $100 ticket 
and I thought it made sense to call the police. Which I did. 
Maybe she thought since no one with a disability worked at 
her inaccessible office, visited her inaccessible home, or went 
to her favorite inaccessible restaurant, that there probably 
weren’t any people who might need the parking spots. 
Well, by the time the police arrived, even though she’d yelled 
at me for parking her in, she had managed to wiggle her car 
free and was gone. Oh well, the whole store learned via the 
intercom and I bet she’ll never do it again. She had told me 
“even though you’re handicapped you don’t have the right 
to be rude.” I wanted to say, but didn’t, “Just because you 


drive a fancy Jaguar doesn’t mean you can park wherever 
you want.” 


Yours Truly, 
Parking Patrol 


Dear Parking, , 
Thanks for the letter. I love all the actions that women think 


up to make more justice NOW. And I like the special effects 
of the store intercom educating everyone in It at once. Sort 
of gross that in addition to plates and permits people need 
towing equipment to get accessible parking! 


So, everyone take care as it starts getting cold, and send us 
your letters and great fireside reading. 


; i < irls” with permission from 
P.S. We're using the name “Rude Girls” wit 
a band by the same name. (And we are supposed to let you 


know of this nice arrangement.) 


| RK Co r 
CuK Sec 
fAND I WA® IN HIGH School THEN. T Guess HE'D HEARD sume 
SIVFF ABUT ME (EVERYONE AT SUtcoL SEEMED to SPONTANEOUSLY KNov/ 
AFTER. I'p HAD SEX ONCE) AND HE'D FILTERED THis INFo THRouGH 
HIS WERVOVS SEXIST BRAIN...HE STARTED FIDGETING AW HIS POCKETS as ig | 
LOOKING For a CONDOM ,So I HAD A LITLE T1ME To THIWK ARour How 
to SAY ‘Nu WAY! WHICH WAS 600p BECAUSE THAT SEX STUFF Supe 
WAS Die FICULT THEN, 


VH-. GUESS Whar 
I Pon't HAve... 


We Wen eH 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Breast Health Services 
Expanded 


The Breast Health Project of the 
Family Planning Council of West- 
ern Massachusetts is expanding its 
free diagnostic services for un- 
and underinsured women to in- 
clude case management. Cur- 
rently, the Project provides eli- 
gible women with free medical 
exams, Clinical support services, 
entitlement programs and other 
health services. For information 
about the Project or to schedule 
am appointment, call 586-2539. 
Clinics are held in Amherst, 
Belchertown, Greenfield and 
Northampton. 

The Family Planning Council’s 
Breast Health Project provides free 
medical and case management 
services to un- and underinsured 
women who are over the age of 


Nurture yourself with a re- 
laxing therapeutic massage. Slid- 
ing scale fee. Home appoint- 
ments available, with Elena 
Hvizd C.M.T. 665 -1216. 


Herbal tinctures and other 
products available. $4 for one 
oz. tincture or starter kit of 
twelve with informative booklet 
for $36. Call Karen at 665-8485. 


Winter is coming! Feminist 
needs really cheap (under $300) 
car . Call Kailen at 549-7714. 


Lesbian house _ seeks 
housemates for Jan. Ist. 
$217.50-$257.50, incl. Utilities. 
Ideally 25+. No Cats. No heavy 
drug and alcohol use. No smok- 
ing. Call 582-1259 for this 
charming place in Northampton. 


40 and younger women with a 
direct family history of breast can- 
cer. Funds for the new case man- 
agement component of the Project 
were made available through a 
grant from the Nan and Mathilda 
Heydt Fund and the Jessie B. Cox 
Charitable Trust of the Commu- 
nity Foundation of Western Mas- 
sachusetts. 


Pagan Journal 

Solitary, by choice or by chance, 
a quarterly journal for those prac- 
ticing spiritual traditions alone 
while seeking dialogue and spiri- 
tual development through com- 
munication with others who share 
a similar solitary Pagan path. 
Regular columns on Lesbians, gay 
men, politics and children. Soli- 
tary, Box 6091, Madison, WI, 
53716. 


Looking for a living situa- 
tion in Greenfield, Would like 
to share an apartment with one 
other lesbian, or rent an effi- 
ciency for January Ist. Jeanette 
582-1259, 


Fun, homey, feminist 
household in Amherst seeks 
4th woman housemate. Near 
campus and bus routes, yard, 
garden, picnic table, nearby 
woods, etc. We have one indoor/ ; 
outdoor cat. No smoking, no S/ 

5 


M. Rent is $190/month. Avail- 
able January first. 253-5956. 


A TRIBUTE TO 
SHEILA 


by Cathy Van Damm 


The New World Theatre has 
presented Lo the UMASS campus and 
surrounding communities many out- 
standing and original plays. In late 
October and early November the play, 
“Sheila's Day” by Duma Ndlovu once 
again continued with this tradition. 
With no elaborate settings, props or 

costumes the nine African and Afri- 
can-American women in “Sheila’s 
Day” used music, narratives, and role- 
playing techniques, and other modes 
of expression to draw a parallel be- 
tween the South African and African 
American civil rights movements. 
These women have come to- 
gether to honor “Sheila”, the name 
given to many South African Domes- 
lcs by their white employers who can 
not be bothered to learn their “more 
difficult” African birth names. They 
meet in celebration on Thursday, the 
traditional day off for the domestic 
workers. Yet, the play does not just 
honor the South African domestic 
workers, but both the female and male 
civil rights activists throughout the 
years in both South Africa and in the 
United States. 

The powerful opening scene 
explains to the audience the reason 
for Sheila’s Day. After an emotional 
roller-coaster the opening scene is 
once again called forth for the closing 
scene of the play. This powerful scene 
used twice worked remarkably well in 
“Sheila's Day”. 

However, in between the first 
and final scene, the play focuses on 


the very different lives of two women 
on two different continents fighting 
white supremacy- their common op- 
pression. Both women are trying to 
shape lives for themselves in a racist 
environment. Both women’s lives are 
inevitably affected by the movements 
voing on around them. All nine 
women weave in and out of charac- 
ters sharing with the audience the dif- 
ferent experiences, perspectives and 
emotions that racism carries with it. 


SHEILA’S DAY: 
A SECOND 
VIEW 


By Tammaira Ward 


Some of the roles these char- 
acters play are about “women who 
collectively have the power to change 
the world”. This is yet another part of 
“Sheila’s Day”; the going “deep inside 
to see what drives us”, Power is easily 
drawn within this exploration and 
that, in essence, is the literal force that 
changes the world. This is a powerful 
message that can be utilized by all 
women. 

As my colleague stated [in the 
previous article] , these actors used 
few stage props. However, they used 
lighting as an effect, to lighten and 
darken the stage, depending on the 
feelings involved. The music they 
sang told many tales, as well as dem- 
onstrating heartily the affection be- 
tween women. The women actors were 
all different sizes, shapes, and statures 
which made each woman distinctly 


November 30: 6-8pm UMASS 
Campus Center, Rm 165 (lower 
level), Are We Surviving? A town 
meeting on the HIV/AIDS epi- 
demic for the Pioneer Valley Gay 
Lesbian and Bisexual Community. 


December i1- February 2: 
Amherst Writers and Artists of- 
fers a new session of creative writ- 
‘ing workshops in South Deerfield 
led by Kate Nugent, AWA certi- 
fied workshop leader. The work- 
shop will run on Thursday nights 
from 7:00pm to 10:00pm, for 10 
weeks. All levels welcome. Par- 
ticipants are invited to attend one 
complimentary workshop before 
committing. For more info or to 
register, call (413) 

665-2615. 


December 1 in Northampton 
and December 8 in Amherst: 
The Impact project is sponsoring 
two evening workshops on money 
and social responsibility. The first 
workshop, led by Kate Rutherford 
of Merrill Lynch and Greg Ramm 
of the Institute for Community 
economics, will be on socially re- 
sponsible and community invest- 
ing. The second, led by Marci 
Riséman and Lynne Gerber of the 
Impact Project, will focus on per- 
sonal philanthropy and funding 
social change. For more info call 
413-584-1915. 


December 8-18: 15th Annual 
Graduate Group Show, Hampden 
Gallery. The annual Hampden 
Gallery project showcases the 
work of UMass graduate art stu- 
dents in a group exhibition. The 
eclectic mix of media, styles and 
themes consistently results in an 
innovative event. Gallery hours 
are Monday through Friday, 3- 


7pm and Sundays from 2-5. For 
more info call 545-0680. 


December 9th: Indigo Girls at 
the Mullins Center, UMass, 8:00 
pm. Tickets on sale at the Mullins 
Center Box Office and at all 
TicketMaster outlets on November 
4th starting at 10:00 am. 


January - March: The Division 
of Continuing Education at the 
University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst will be offering work- 
shops in January. Workshops in- 
clude a wide array of topics in- 
cluding Women And Leadership, 


Job Hunting Skills, Meditation In 
Writing, and many others. For 
more information contact Hon- 
oree David at (413) 545-0474. 


December 2-4 and December 
8-9: Maureen Futtner of Sleeve- 
less Theatre will be performing 
her one-woman show The Virgin 
Trip at The Center For The Arts 
at 8:00 pm. 


December 1: “Gender 
and the Social Costs of 
Structural Adjustment 
in Latin America” , a lec- 
ture by Lourdes Beneria 
of Cornell University, 
will be given as part of 
the series presented by 
the Department of Eco- 
nomics at Mount 
Holyoke College called 
The Economic Emer- 
gence of Women- 
Past, Present, and 
Future. Gamble Audi- 
torium, 7:30 pm. 


December.5: 7:00pm 
Massachusetts 
Breast Cancer Coa- 
lition Meeting. Third 
floor conference room, 
16 Center Street, | 
Northampton. For fur- | 
ther information call ~ 
Ellen Koteen at (413) 
586- 2016. 
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December 3: Second Women’s 
Conference, Campus Center Audi- 
torium, UMass. Registration is at 
10:00 am. There is an estimated 
attendance of 500. 


December: Acrylic seascapes, 
pen-and-ink, pastels and more. 
Work by Aisha Gabriel. Rao’s, a 
new restaurant on Boltwood Walk, 
Amherst. Multimedia showing 
through December. 


December 7: 12:00 noon, 
UMASS campus Center, Rm. 803, 
Kathryn Wiss, professor of Com- 
munications at Western Conn. 
State College will discuss Issues in 
Gay and Lesbian Communication. 


December 7: 6-8pm, UMASS 

Campus Center, Born to Be Alive, 

two safer sex workshop for Lesbi- 

ans and Bisexual Women, and for 
Gay and Bisexual Men. Presented 
by the Program for Gay Lesbian 
and Bisexual Concerns 


December 11:3 p. m. lower 
level Jones Library. Amherst Writ- 
ers and Artists celebrates the pub- 
lication of the latest issue of it’s 
literary journal Peregrine. with a 
reading from it featuring Ruth 
Bolton Brand, Joya Braun, Anne 
Brudevold, Claire Day, Dee 
DeGeiso, Naomi Escandell, Tsivia 
Gover, Kathleen Kelley, Joan 
McCarthy, Diane Mercier, Linda 
Meyers, Elisabeth Murawski, 
Maureen Solomon, Enid Santiago 
Welch, Mary Winters and Jane 
Yolen. 


December 14: 12:00 noon, 
UMASS Campus Center, Rm. 917, 
Sally Munt Editor of New Lesbian 
Criticism: Literary and Cultural 
Perspectives, will discuss Lesbian 
Studies in the United Kingdom. 


effective in her portrayal. When these 
women joined hands on Sheila’s Day, 
the audience could feel the triumph 
of the women’s existences. 

The audience hears about 
racial struggles through the women’s 
stories and the words bring the audi- 
ence to the event. By the poetic de- 
scription alone | could actually see 
Jimmy Lee holding his side where he 
was shot and stumbling up the hill. 
By the acting I could envision the re- 
ality of Black Africans competing with 
their Black African neighbors for jobs. 
I could also envision the Black Afri- 
can womens’ passports burning and 
flying to cinders, a strong act against 
oppression that encompasses women’s 
courage. 

These events are sources of 
connection for Black Africans and Af- 
rican Americans. Although each cir- 


cumstance is different, the pain, dis- 
couragement and general oppression 
is the same. Despite these feelings, 
this play is about the power women 
can find within themselves and as a 
group. In this ability, they are able to 
find a place to answer their struggles 
and that day, for them, is Sheila’s Day. 
On what day do you celebrate your 
unique strengths? 


Individual & Couples Therapy for. 


Lesbians / Gays / Bisexuals/ Friends 
8 MA 


Ambort, MA 
(413) 253-2822 
o SS SS 
& Lesbian & Bisaxus! Women's Therapy Group | 


ing Your Sexual Orientation Grou 
Free Sfid Teen Group ° 
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